
CENTRAL BOARD 

Marty Bassaly  

My name is Marty Bassaly, son of late Dr. Amir Bassaly (z”l) and Lida 

Bassaly.  I am married to Maya and have sons Joshua, Aidan and Noah. 

I have a degree in Accounting, am a licensed CPA, and work in the 

fields of Corporate Insurance & Finance. I have been actively involved 

with the Mashadi Cultural & Educational Committee (known as the 

Higher Education Committee) for the past 20 years.  During my time, 

the Committee has financially assisted over 170 Mashadi students in 

completing their college and post graduate studies (Medical School, Law 

School, Masters, etc).  We also organized a Career Fair years ago to 

have graduates learn the various fields that Mashadis work in - Medicine, Law, Real Estate, Finance, 

Accounting, etc. 

The following below outlines my key goals for additional progress to be made in the upcoming Central Board 

term, while keeping the finances and available budgets in mind: 

· Youth Center – A multi-functional facility that can address several needs of the Community’s growing 

population – gym and exercise rooms, a place for singles to get together and socialize, space for 

additional minyans (as needed), and a social hall to generate income from events such as bar and bat 

mitzvahs, etc.  

· Career Mentoring and Workplace Opportunities for Community Members – we have valuable 

resources in our own Community (college grads and older) that can assist existing Mashadi businesses.  

We also have various Mashadi business professionals that can mentor young Mashadis considering such 

careers.  I hope to help create a program and network of Mashadis that meets routinely to organize 

events for such ventures. 

· Marriage Rates in Community – we need to continue the great work done by the Marriage Committee 

to ensure our youth have a path or means to getting married without significant financial and social 

obstacles. 

 

Haleh Benilevi 

My name is Haleh Benilevi, I'm married to Mitchell Benilevi, daughter of 

Manouchehr and Lida Edalati, daughter in law of Hadji and Diana Benilevi 

and B"H the mother of four beautiful children. I was born in Iran and grew up 

in Israel, I moved to NY at age 16 and I graduated Hofstra University with a 

bachelor in child psychology. I currently serve on the Marriage Committee and 

I am one of the official matchmakers of the community. I am also a 

matchmaker on Sephardicconnection, Sephardiclink, Saw you at Sinai and 

YUconnect. Three years ago I decided to join the marriage committee and the 

matchmaking team because of the need for help with the marriage crisis in our 

community and for the future of my children. Soon I realized that we are faced 

with a very serious crisis, the number of the singles is much higher than the 

number of marriages a year and if nothing gets done about this then a large 

portion of these singles will remain single. Although the numbers have risen in the past couple of years due 

mostly to the hard work and dedication of a team of people, it's still extremely low compared to where it ought 

to be. I love and cherish our community with all my heart and I strongly believe that the future of this amazing 

community depends on our singles. Therefore I have made this matter a big part of my life and I pray and 

believe that with Hashem's help and with the help of Central Board and Marriage Committee together we can 

solve the challenges that our singles faced. 

 

 



Hertzl Cohanpour  

 

I am married to my wonderful wife, Soheila, and we are blessed with three 

amazing children. I have already served the Central Board for six years, the 

last three years of which I served as the Vice President.  During my service, 

our board tackled a number of very difficult community issues, and I believe 

that I played a very significant role in bringing the resolution of those tough 

challenges to fruition.  Now, after being off from serving my community 

during the last three years, I have decided to come back in and help the Board 

lead our wonderful Mashadi community forward.  I hope that I will be 

fortunate enough to receive your vote of confidence in this election. 

 

 

 

 

Farzad Dilmanian 

 

I am Farzad Dilmanian, born in Tehran in 1965 to Youness and Vajihe 

Dilmanian.  My wife, Rachel, and I are blessed with three wonderful 

children, Lauren, Adam and Nadine.    I emigrated to the United States from 

Iran along with my parents and brother, Afshin, in 1979.  After high school, 

I earned a Bachelor’s of Science degree from Stony Brook University in 

1987.  I have been a principal of a real estate investment and development 

company for the past 29 years. 

I believe it is my obligation and duty to serve our great community.  I 

recognize and greatly appreciate the tireless efforts and the precious time 

that our past and present leaders have devoted to this community.  If 

elected, I hope that I can help in finding sensible solutions to the needs of 

our growing community, while maintaining and strengthening the special 

unity among us that keeps us together. 

 

Mehrdad Ebrani 

I am honored to have been nominated for a second term of the Central Board. I 

am hoping that this coming term our board will be able to resolve some 

important issues facing our community, which includes helping everyone from 

our youth to our elders. With respect to our youth, we must continue to actively 

promote marriages. We must find solutions to the growing financial burdens 

which are preventing our youth from getting married. In addition, we need to 

find another property for our youth to be able to use for Shabbat and holiday 

services as well as for recreational purposes. With respect to our elders, there is 

a tremendous need for a senior center, where we can enhance our already 

wonderful senior programs as well as potentially offer assisted living in the 

future. Another important agenda for this upcoming board will be to finalize the 

purchase of our new cemetery plots. Finally, I believe that our community will strongly benefit from the 

expansion of our Shalom pre-school to include higher grades, where children can be taught Sephardic and 

Mashadi customs. Given that I love and care for our community so much, I therefore would like to be at the 

community's service to help with the above listed important matters.  

 

 

 



 

Nasi Gorjian 

I was raised and completed school in Milan, Italy. At the age of 18, I 

immigrated to the United States with my parents Amin (HajiAmin) “ZL” and 

Asnat Aziz and my older siblings Leyla Karmily, Ramin and Farid Aziz. 

Today I am the proud wife of Allen (Essy) Gorjian and mother to my sons 

Joel, Jonah, Joseph, Jacob and Jeremy.  I have been working in medical 

management for 22 years. I have been actively involved with the Mashadi 

community youth for 15 years: 

v MJC Basketball Classes, JMBA and Gym: About 15 years ago, I initiated 

and established the MJC Basketball program/JMBA leagues which grew into 

a mainstay activity for approximately 450 boys and girls from ages K – 10th  

grade. This program serves as a forum for Mashadi youth of all different 

backgrounds to connect and create friendships. The basketball programs are an on-going success story 

and have been popular with our youth since the inception. 

v New Generation- New Gym: Most recently, together with a wonderful team, we completed a spectacular 

renovation of the gym at Shaare Shalom, financed exclusively through the proceeds of MJC basketball 

program. 

 

v YMJC Programming:  In 2010, I actively participated in the creation of YMJC Programming. Our dedicated 

team developed high-quality classes for all members of the community, from mommy-and-me to after-

school activities for children, and special-interest classes for adults.  

 

v Camp MJC:  Starting in 2014, I co-founded Camp MJC, the community’s first summer day camp for ages 

K-7. Over the initial two years more than 350 community children were treated to memorable summer 

activities, and more than 100 community youth found summer employment. The camp was a tremendous 

venture and an instant success, with many plans for growth in the future. I handle all camp finances and 

staffing, and am an integral part of day-to-day organization and planning. 

 

v Club MJC:  Together with a like-minded team of young mothers, we organized weekly playgroups at Ohr 

Esther, open to all children. Club MJC was distinctly designed as a forum for all our children to feel 

welcome and connected to one another. 

 

The theme of my work in the community is clear – providing wholesome religious and secular activities for 

our community families with the goal of bringing children from all backgrounds together and teach them 

love and respect for each other as well as for the community and our traditions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Allen Hakim  

My name is Allen Hakim and I am the son of Manijeh and Khosrow Hakim 

and have been married for 24 wonderful years to my dear wife, Lobat, 

daughter of Firooz and Gilda Kashanian. I have been blessed with a 

wonderful family starting with my wife and children, with two great son-in-

laws (agzhomas) and recently with a wonderful granddaughter.  After 

immigrating to the U.S. at a young age, I attended YCQ and High School at 

Hillcrest in Queens.  After which, I went to earn a Bachelor of Science in 

Finance with a minor in Computer Science.  Currently, I run an 

IT/Technology/E‐commerce Company, which services medium sized 

companies. For the past 3 years I have had the honor of serving as the Vice 

President of the Central Board in which I have been involved in many daily 

aspects of this great community.  I have been humbled in the past 3 years for this great honor and have seen 

firsthand what a privilege it is to be part of this community.   I have been meeting will all different Jewish 

Communities in Great Neck and outside and the amount of respect that our Mashadi Community commands is 

beyond belief.  If I am honored to be reelected to the Central Board, I will work tirelessly for the youth of our 

community, preservation of our core Jewish and Mashadi values, bringing our community closer together and 

helping our aging community members.  

 

 

Farhad Hakimi (Frederic Sage) 

Parents: Koshrow and Guity Hakimi ( Safioff ) 

Wife: Marina Hakimi (Rajabzadeh), daughter of Late Dr. Moussa Hakimi & 

Mary Hajibay 

Education:  B.S. in Finance & Marketing from SUNY at Albany 

Top Honors-Suma Cum Laude/Minor Italian & Art History/Speak 7 languages 

I currently serve on several jewelry industry advisory boards, and have been 

involved in various organizational, financial and social aspects of trade shows.  

Mashadi youth are under tremendous pressure to assimilate both within and 

outside of Great Neck.  An open minded and forward thinking Central Board 

which can successfully bring our traditional, religious and secular values 

together is tantamount to a bright and secure future for our children and 

community as a whole. 

Main areas of concern: 

● The board has an obligation to work diligently to solidify the social bonds between the generations by 

founding and building a Community Youth Center, welcoming to ALL Mashadis, irrespective of their 

financial situations. 

● We are in desperate need of a permanent Rabbi for the congregants at Ohr Esther (130).  All the political 

disagreements have to be put aside and urgently start a search not only for a religious conductor but a 

Jewish educator with whom the attendees at the various minyans at 130 can identify. Unfortunately, that 

synagogue has become a ship without a captain! 

● Shaare Shalom is in need of important and necessary renovations which would prepare it for future 

congregants.   I would love to be part of that process and transformation.                                                                                                            

● Additionally, I am eager to see and envision a more visually exciting and aesthetically pleasing main 

sanctuary at 130.  This would surely lead to a rise in attendance at Ohr Esther. 

 

 

 



Mika Hakimi  

I'm the son of late Habibollah and Geyran Hakimi.  I'm 

49 years old and married for the last 17 years to my wife 

Nilly and have three lovely boys.  For the last ten years, 

I've been involved with various community boards 

notably fund raising programs.  I'm currently helping the 

community in the Simkha Torah fund-raising events at 

our synagogues.  I've taken this program from a busy 

and complicated event and turned it to a raffle-based 

event with tremendous results. 

If elected I would put time and effort into finding a 

youth facility for our teens and a social facility for our 

community. Also address the need for a rabbi/youth 

director for the teens. 

 

 

 

Omid Hakimi 

I grew up watching and admiring my grandfather dedicate so 

much of his time for the good of the community. Our 

community today is growing, and certainly there are many 

needs. Hopefully I can be a part of this special group and 

contribute with the same intentions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nancy Hakimian 

My name is Nancy Hakimian and I am a 50 year old mother of three 

amazing young adults and own a small business with my husband, Ron 

Hakimian. 

Over the years, I have been on many community and school boards 

including the Mashadi Youth Committee, the Mashadi Sisterhood, JFK 

Elementary School PTA, Great Neck North High School  PTA and I 

am currently on the Long-term Planning Board of UMJCA. 

Running for the Central Board was not an easy decision to make, but I 

chose to do so because I believe that it takes a strong community to 

raise our children today.  I believe our synagogues, besides being a 

place to pray, are the base of our everyday lives.   

My goal, if elected, will be to help create community centers, for our 

children to be able to come to for prayer, sports activities, and 

education.  I believe that our youth and families deserve a stronger and 

full-time spiritual leadership.  This will help us continue keeping our 

wonderful community strong and unified for generations to come. 

Also in the current economic environments, I would like to help our families receive the guidance and training 

they need to be able to find employment, expand their small businesses and utilize the services available to 

them in this country to be able to better support their families. 

Being part of this community is a privilege and I am grateful for a chance to be able to help the community that 

has given so much to my family. 

 

 

Shahin Hakimian 

My name is Shahin (Mortezazadeh) Hakimian. I was born on July 18th, 

1966 in Teheran, Iran to my parents Soleyman Hakimian and Yafa 

Ijadi Hakimian. The youngest of six siblings, I was raised in Teheran 

until the age of 12. I immigrated to America after the revolution in 

Iran and lived with my brother until my parents also moved to New 

York. After graduating high school, I joined my brothers in their 

business and have been a partner since. In 1995, I married my wife 

Stacey and have been blessed with three beautiful children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jonathan Hazghiyan (Hezghia) 

I am married to Stefanie (Kachanian) and we have 4 children: Oliver, Chantal, 

Jolie and Liam. My parents David and Jila Hazghiyan (Hezghia)  have instilled 

in me and my sisters, Shirin, Debbie and Shana the importance of being 

thankful for what we have  and among many things to give back to our amazing 

community in any way imaginable.  

I have had the honor of being on great teams and have accomplished the 

following: 

- Chairman/ President of Ohr Esther Board (2010-2013) & Secretary 

Ohr Esther Board (2007-2010):  
During my term as Chairman of Ohr Esther Board we truly made Ohr Esther a 

family center for all ages.  Among the many things we accomplished, we 

introduced: 

SENIOR LOUNGE -Gave a home to all the seniors and took the burden of 

Dohreh off their families. 

UMJCA PROGRAMMING- Programs for all members of the community 

UMJCA Charity Auction- Modernized fundraising and helped our community come out of debt.   

Buy it Now –Modern form of high holidays fundraising. 

In addition, I oversaw all Synagogue Affairs and Minyanim. 

- Co-Founder – Colbeh Youth Minyan – First Youth Minyan in Great Neck in 1992 

- Co-Founder – Singles and Young Couples Minyan (Shaare Shalom 2002): Up to 400 Young Men 

and Women ages 18 – 32 came to pray, socialize, and many times lead to marriage.  This Minyan 

became one of the cornerstones for the future Young Mashadi Jewish Center.   

- Co-Founder and Chairman – Camp MJC – Our community Summer Camp: Uniting our 

community by creating a much needed summer camp that had 340 community campers and 126 

community staff members (100 of which were Mashadi). 

-  Co-Founder – UMJCA Unite For Life Color Walk Event: This was a memorable event at Bar Beach 

that united 1500 Community members of all ages while we celebrated life together and raised funds for 

Cancer Awareness. 

In addition to serving on many UMJCA Committees, I have the honor of serving on the following Boards 

- Executive Board Member (NSHA ) and Member (Kings Point Board of Zoning and Appeals) 

Among my many goals during this upcoming term I plan on helping to achieve the following: 

- Building the Youth Center, which Camp MJC has proven is necessary for our youth. 

- Create affordable housing for community members, especially our young couples 

- Review all Community Real Estate assets and needs (Youth Center, School, Senior Living) and start 

projects and plan for the future 

- Continue to unite all the Synagogues and make sure all the Minyanim are working together and 

creating new Minyanim wherever and whenever needed.  

- Assure that all Minyanim (Especially youth) and synagogues have Rabbis and leaders.  

- Continue to modernize our approach to Fundraising 

- Community Programs for all members of the community 

I am a community first man that will always do whatever is possible for our community.  In the past I have been 

the voice of Youth and Young Couples and am now ready to be the Voice of the entire Community.  My 

ultimate goal is to join this new Central Board and help our community go towards the future while keeping our 

Mashadi Heritage, Jewish Identity, and strong moral characters. I am humbled in the trust you have always 

put in me and my family and I hope to continue to keep your trust and serve as a member of the new 

Central Board. 

 



Benny Hematian 

Benny Hematian was born in Tehran in 1979 and immigrated to the U.S. 

with his parents, Anita and Effy Hematian, as an infant. 

After high school, he attended New York University, where he received a 

B.A. degree in Marketing & Management with honors. 

Benny is currently President of Effy Group, and manages operations of a 

large multi-national jewelry brand. 

Benny started his community service activities as a youth, on the Mashadi 

Youth Committee, where he served as President, and has remained active 

ever since on many community boards and committees, including his current 

role on the Transitional Board of Shaare Rachamim Synagogue. 
 

 

 

 

Babak Kamali 

I am the youngest of four siblings (Bahram, Bahman and Nooshin) of the late 

Yousef & Rahel Kamali.  24 years of marriage to my wonderful wife 

Naghmeh have blessed me with three children (Monique, Dylan and Kyle).  I 

moved to the United States in 1978 and graduated from Hofstra University in 

with a BS Degree in Applied Economics.  

I am truly grateful to be a part of such an amazing community and even 

further honored and humbled by the opportunity to run for Central 

Board.  My primary goal is to keep Mashadis as a united and vibrant 

community while creating a healthy and meaningful Jewish environment 

for our youth.  I look forward to addressing both the short-term and long-

term needs of our community as they relate to social issues, our youth and 

seniors, as well as our financial stability.  

My previous involvement in community affairs includes: 

  

·         Active organizer of the 2014 Israel B'Nei Mitzvah trip and tour. 

  

·         Scheduling and programming of weekly CMPA-sponsored activities at Sid Jacobson JCC in the 

early 1990’s.  This program was geared towards providing singles with a safe alternative for interacting, 

socializing and engaging in sports rather than going to bars and hanging out on Middle Neck Road. 

  

·         Co-Founder and coordinator of Mashadi Jewish Community (MJC) Baseball.  This program offers 

our 3rd - 7th graders the opportunity to engage in sports on Sunday afternoons rather than on Shabbat.  Due 

to its success, we forced PAL and other local youth leagues to also move their programming to Sundays. 

  

·         13 years of coaching over 40 youth basketball, soccer and baseball teams, where I have built a strong 

bond with many Mashadi teenagers. 

  

I am grateful for this opportunity and look forward to becoming a hard-working and active member of the 

Central Board. 

 

 

 

 



Kathy Kamali 

I was born in Tehran in 1970, to Nemat and Soraya Hematian.  Nine years later, 

I moved to Israel with my parents and brothers, Shlomo and David.  In 1988, 

my family decided to move to the US.  After living in Los Angeles for a year, 

we moved to New York. I attended both Santa Monica College and Queens 

College. I married Simon Kamali, who shared my love and passion for 

Judaism, our community, and living a life devoted to Chesed.  Together, Simon 

and I are raising our four wonderful children: Jonathan, Jeremy, Justin and 

Jasmine.  Our three oldest graduated from the North Shore Hebrew Academy, 

and 2 oldest graduated Baruch College.  A Jewish Education is something we 

deem to be of extreme importance to our family. As a member of the Mashadi 

community, I regularly attend services at 130 Steamboat Road.  The 

community stands as a central part of our lives and I hope I can continue to give back to it, as much as it has 

given to us. I’ve been an active participant in Tomchei Shabbat, delivering food packages to those unfortunate 

in need.  I’ve initiated a very successful Tzedaka Box placement program for both Chai Life Line and Oneg 

Shabbat.  Lastly, my fluency in Hebrew, English, and Farsi have allowed me to teach Hebrew and Siddur 

reading in our Kanisa. For the past decade, I worked as a bookkeeper and office manager at Kamali Leather 

Company as well as at my family’s jewelry business.  As a member of the Central Board, I look forward to 

developing programs to enhance our community’s involvement in Chesed, particularly in regards to teenagers. I 

also would like to work with our community leaders to initiate programs assisting singles with issues relating to 

marriage. I believe my language skills, business background, and deep commitment to preserving and 

enhancing our community make me particularly well-suited to become a member of our central board. 

 

Mark Karimzadeh 

I was born in Tehran, Iran, and moved to London, England at the age of 4. 

Growing up in London, I began working in the community and Synagogue at age 

11, by getting involved with the “Youth Service” of our Synagogue for 7 years, 

as an organizer and gabay of all the services. My love of sports and music got me 

involved with the London Maccabi Association, and led to my volunteer work as 

a regular Radio Presenter of a music and talk show at the top London Children’s 

Hospital, Great Ormond Street, for 7 years. Throughout my time in college, at 

Manchester University, I was involved with the “Jewish Society”, primarily as 

officer for publicity and marketing, as well as Israel and Zionism. I graduated 

from Manchester University with an Honors B.A. degree in Economics. After 

moving to New York, I became involved with the Youth Committee, at first 

helping with various programs and publications. I was elected to two terms of the 

MYC, serving as vice president. My involvement with the American Friends of Bet El led to my being honored 

with their “Young Leadership Award” in 2001. I also served three terms on the Board of Shaare Tova, serving 

in various roles. Most recently, I have served for two terms on the board of Shaare Shalom Synagogue, acting as 

executive secretary, and subsequently as vice-president, and working closely with the President on all aspects of 

the Synagogue. I was also honored to spend a 3 year term on the Supervisory Council.  I have been nominated 

to run again for the Central Board, having currently spent one term on the Central Board. If elected, I hope to be 

able to continue improving the smooth running of the various community synagogues, and try to find ways to 

increase attendance to our Synagogue services, and to enhance, improve and develop programs for our fast 

growing number of singles and young married couples, while helping to properly budget for these services that 

we provide to our community. There are many new projects on the horizon, which have to be carefully steered 

in order to achieve the best services we are able to offer to all the different members of our beloved community. 

 



 Esther Khordipour 

My name is Esther Khordipour, (Moheban). I was born in Mashad, the fourth 

child of Seireh and Nourollah Hadavian Z"L. My family moved to Tehran 

soon after my birth, and to Israel a few years later. We moved to Milan when 

I was five and it became our home. I attended the Milan's Jewish school until 

finishing high school. I then continued my education at the University of 

Milan, and graduated Cum Laude with a degree in counseling. 

I moved to New York and married Ilan Moheban Z"L in 1987. Sadly, he 

passed away after a short few years and I was left to raise our two beautiful 

daughters, Sandy and Michelle as a single mother. This taught me to stand 

on my own feet regardless of all my hardships. Six years ago, I was fortunate 

enough to meet and eventually marry my husband Mehdad Khordipour with 

the blessing of his wonderful boys, Dr. Errel, Evan and Ben, and my own 

daughters. I'm truly humbled by this nomination. My family has always been 

my first priority, and we all realize that as busy mothers with full times jobs, 

our time is limited, and in fact our most valuable asset. Regardless, I feel honored to be given the opportunity to 

be a part of this election, and given the opportunity, to give of my time my energy and my life experiences to 

serve this unique community. I am passionate about Israel. I try my best to use the power of Social Media to 

show the true value of Israel as a Jewish state, the high moral standards of the IDF, the innovations and the 

brilliant creativity of the Israeli minds that successfully makes the world a better place to live. I try to bring to 

light the absurdity of the distorted version of Israel news presented by the leftist, so called Liberal media, 

poisoning people's minds against Israel. I think every Jew should stand up with courage, and to speak up against 

the rising antisemitism that's taking over much of the world. I trust that I can be a helpful member of the 

marriage committee. Having spent most of my adult life as single, I can bring new ideas to improve the 

"Singles" website and the MYC directory. I would like to help improve the social life of the mostly forgotten 

group, the middle aged singles.  I also have some ideas about housing for young couples in GN. I try to grow 

and improve myself on a daily basis. Also thanks to my life experiences, I've learned to turn every obstacle into 

an opportunity to prove myself, and try to succeed. 

 

Igal Namdar 

Hello my name is Igal Namdar and I am running for a spot on our 

central board. It is something I have thought about for several years 

and I finally feel that this is the right time for me to commit myself 

to such an important mission. 

Shortly after I lost my father ten years ago, I became aware of how 

many people in our very own community often go through periods 

of financial difficulty, several of whom my father had quietly 

helped without ever telling me. This inspired me to start the Angel 

Fund, which has helped so many Mashadi families during such 

periods of difficulty, not just with financial support but also through 

budget counseling, mortgage negotiations, and government 

programs. If elected, I would love to continue to help families like these by finding low income housing options 

and more jobs for people who are not obvious candidates for employment. 

I also believe strongly in the need for a youth center and will work hard to make that dream a reality.  In 

addition I think one of our biggest goals, for both the youth and adults, should be to find a rabbi who meets our 

community's needs and can offer guidance and support to all our members. 

 

 



 

Dani Namdar 

Dani Namdar was born in Tehran in 1958 to the late Fazlollah & Kouchak 

Namdar.  

At the age of 18 he moved to the US to pursue his higher education at 

Hofstra University and graduating from City College of NY with a bachelor 

degree in Electrical Engineering and minor in Child Psychology.  

As a young adult Dani has experienced the transition of our community as 

immigrants who survived many obstacles while keeping their faith, 

tradition and unity.  

Throughout these years Dani has shown great passion and devotion for 

community work and wishes to continue to serve and help the community 

in necessary areas. His goal is to promote unity and encourage our youth to 

follow the same path of our fathers and pursue future advancements. 

 

 

 

Simon Nassimi 

We are very blessed to have a community like ours. The benefits we get 

from it are intangible. In order to pay my debt back to the community I got 

involved in community affairs. I started with the MYC and ever since have 

served on many different boards and sub-committees and I had the honor of 

getting elected to the Central Board last term. Over the past three years I’ve 

learned a lot about how the community functions and the amount of time 

and manpower that’s invested in it by so many of our community members. 

All of this is done for the single goal of the continuity of our community. 

To accomplish this we focused on our youth and expanded Jewish 

education on all levels and really concentrated on solving the marriage 

issue that we’re facing. We also cut back spending in order to build reserve 

to help pay for future projects including the purchase of a new cemetery 

plot. Another big accomplishment was to make a referendum change for 

more women being able to participate on the Central Board. I feel that 

many more major projects are on the horizon like finding affordable housing for the youth and elderly and a 

recreation center to keep our kids off the streets and out of trouble. These are the reasons why I’ve accepted to 

run for my second term to offer my help and experience to turn these projects into a reality.  

 

 

 



Yoni Nitzani (Hajibay)  

 

Yoni was born in 1967 to Yousef Hajibay and Mahin Davoudzadeh whom 

immigrated to Israel from Mashad in the early '50s. Shortly after 

completing his services to the IDF in '89, Yoni moved to the states to fulfill 

his American dream. As a young entrepreneur, he opened his own diamond 

company in 1990, which he is still a proud owner and CEO of. His great 

success, nonetheless, happened in 1993 when he married the love of his 

life, Rachele with whom he has six beautiful children- Joe, Ben, Aaron, 

Shirel, Talia and Micol. Yoni is a loyal friend to the Mashadi community. 

He is deeply understanding of the Mashadi traditions and 

the Sephardi halacha which the community prides itself in. Nonetheless, he 

is also well aware of the reality of present times, and hopes to help the 

community with easing into the future, while staying united, Zionistic and 

orthodox. Yoni is a witness of the incredible power of unity in the Mashadi 

community. For several trips, Yoni has been an involved member of an 

incredible team which plans the "Mashadi Bar Mitzvah Israel Trip", to create an unparalleled itinerary and bar 

mitzvah celebration in Israel for the families who are celebrating bar mitzvahs that year. He believes that these 

trips are what bond our community together, and that it cultivates a love for Israel.  

In addition, he sees that the greatest way of cultivating positive change in our community and beyond is through 

proper guidance and Jewish education- especially among the youth. With four of his own already passing 

through the outstanding Gym Minyan- which has done nothing short of a miracle in bringing our youth closer to 

one another, he believes that the time has come to take the next step and bring in a seasoned youth director to 

bring more structure into the minyan. The youth is the most important component of our entire Mashadi 

community, and he believes that through a carefully planned and structured youth program we will see our 

children grow into successful, intelligent, and respectful future leaders of our community. He also will focus on 

planning and constructing, God willing with the help of our charitable community, the development of a youth 

center for our entire community to benefit from. 

He hopes that the voice of our community members will grant him the honor of serving our incredible 

community for these next three years on the Mashadi Central Board. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Hooman Rafael Yaghoutiel 

Born in 1972 to Dr. Lotfollah Yaghoutiel z”l and Mrs. Giti Yaghoutiel, Hooman 

is one of four siblings.  He is the proud husband of Eileen, with children Dylan, 

Olivia and Jason, and is the son-in-law of Mr. & Mrs. Bahram and Stella Hakimi.   

Work Experience/Education: 

· Director of Planning & Analysis for large financial services company 

· MBA in Management and Finance from NYU Stern School of Business 

· Lectured courses at Queens College (and a summa cum laude graduate) 

Community Service Experience: 

· Current member of UMJCA’s Central Board. Key responsibilities include: 

o Co-Chair, Long Term Planning and Census Committee 

o Budget Committee - Voting Member 

· Former President of the Mashadi Youth Committee 

· Active in the pro-Israel community 

Vision: 

· Unity & Continuity: encourage and further enhance dialogue between community members across various 

age groups and synagogues, with the key objective of further strengthening our unity and core values. 

Ensure continuity of our spiritual leadership to maintain our traditions and our unity as Mashadi Jews. 

· Financial Stability:  maintain balanced budget while increasing value-add community services.  Seek 

money-generating opportunities for the community to complement fundraising and mitigate risk.   

As a CB member and a voting member of the Budget Committee, was instrumental in elimination of 

community’s debt while funding new/existing community programs with short-term and long-term benefits 

for community. This includes increased funding for Seniors Club, Talmud Torah, and Marriage programs. 

· Thoughtful Decision Making: the Central Board is only as strong as it is representative of the entire 

community, with the diversity of thought to weigh the pros and cons for each decision, both tactically/short-

term and strategically/long-term.  This will also lead to greater consensus building and unity.   

This includes involving those individuals who are subject matter experts on the issues under consideration, 

allowing the Board to make informed decisions as well as empower those who are best fit to formulate and 

carry out a given project.  Also create a transparent environment and seek public opinion. 

In short, work together towards meeting the interests of our community ─ strengthening our future while 

honoring our past.  We are an exceptional community, and together we can all ensure we keep it that way! 
 

 

Babak Zar 

My name is Babak Zar, son of Khana and Mansour Zar. I am 47 years old and 

thank GD I just celebrated my 20th anniversary with my beautiful wife Sandy 

Zar. We are blessed with 2 boys, Darren and Jordan, and 3 girls, Julia, Naomi, 

and Kate. I strongly believe in today's society graduating from a good school is 

extremely important and should be encouraged. In my case, I had the privilege 

to have my father, who is my role model, teach me everything that I know 

today. I would like to thank my mother and father for instilling in me my 

Mashadi values and that everything we have in this world is from Hashem. 

To keep our community values going for many more generations, we as 

parents owe it to our youth to educate them the importance of being a part of 

this blessed community.  This can start by providing our kids the proper 

leadership at the 54 gym minyan. Building a school/sport center will help educate and keep our youth united for 

generations to come. We need to set up our boys and girls to succeed in life. Starting a job placement team can 

help our kids find appropriate jobs within or outside of our community. One of the biggest hesitations our single 

youth has when looking for a spouse is being able to afford the cost of living in today's environment. By setting 

up affordable housing for young couples we would alleviate a lot of the pressure our youth feels. I hope that 

whoever is elected in the upcoming election works to keep the strong unity we have within our community. 

 

 


