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When Yaakov was told, years ago, that his son was dead,

Hamalach Hagoel Oti

it says "ַוְי ָמ ֵא ן ְל ִה ְת ַנ ֵח ם," he refused to be comforted

By Talia Cohen

(לה:)בראשית לז. Yosef was Yaakov’s source of hope and

, ְו ִי ָּק ֵר א ָב ֶה ם ְׁש ִמ י,ַה ְּנ ָע ִר ים- ְי ָב ֵר ְך ֶא ת,ָר ע-ַה ַּמ ְל ָא ְך ַה ֹּגֵא ל ֹאִת י ִמ ָּכ ל

happiness. Yaakov refused to give up hope for Yosef, and

 (בראשית. ְּב ֶק ֶר ב ָה ָא ֶר ץ,ְו ֵׁש ם ֲא ֹבַת י ַא ְב ָר ָה ם ְו ִי ְצ ָח ק; ְו ִי ְד ּג ּו ָל ֹרב

that emunah carried him through all the challenges life

)טז:מח

threw at him. Now, as he is blessing his son and

May the angel who redeemed me from all harm bless these

grandsons, Yaakov looks back and knows that the

boys, and may they be called by my name and the name of

hardships in his life were worth it because of Yosef,

my fathers, Avraham and Yitzchak, and may they multiply

because he was still alive, and continuing the names of

abundantly like fish, in the midst of the land.

his fathers with the next generation.

These are the words, in this week’s parasha, that Yaakov

So according to this explanation, Yaakov is asking that

uses to bless Yosef and his sons at the end of his life. This

Hashem should bless “my angel who redeemed me from

is the song that Jewish children everywhere sing before

all harm,” Yosef, and his sons, to be protected and fill the

they go to bed at night. These words are also used to

earth. When we bring a new child into the nation, that

bless a newborn baby at a brit milah or simchat bat. But

child is our hope for the future, like Yosef was for his

what are we really praying for when we repeat Yaakov’s

father. We bless our babies with Yaakov’s expression of

blessing? Is it possible we are really praying to an angel?

joy and emunah, calling them “our angels.” We pray for

Isn’t Hashem the source of all blessing?

the next generation to carry the name of Avraham,

The most common explanation, given by Rashi and others,

Yitzchak, and Yaakov, just as Yosef and his sons did.

is that Yaakov is asking Hashem to bless Yosef and his

Rabbi Sacks zt”l said that we, the Jewish people, must

sons through the intermediary of an angel; possibly the

refuse to give up hope the way Yaakov did. “It is not too

same angel who communicated with Yaakov on his own

much to say that Jewish survival was sustained in that

journeys. This is similar to the Kohanim serving as the

hope. And that hope came from a simple – or perhaps not

intermediary through which Hashem blesses the Jewish

so simple – phrase in the life of Jacob. He refused to be

people.

comforted. And so – while we live in a world still scarred

A unique explanation given for “Hamalach Hagoel” by

by violence, poverty and injustice – must we.”

Shadal is that the word “malach” is not referring to an

At night, when we are tucking our children into bed, we

angel, but to the person receiving the blessing. He says

sing this blessing, not asking for an angel to protect them,

that Yaakov is calling Yosef, his son from whom he was

but for Hashem to bless and protect our angels, our

separated for so long, his “angel” who redeemed him.

children who are our hope and emunah for the future.
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He continues with blessing his sons and tells them

Yaakov's Lessons

what each of their roles will be once they enter the

By Samantha Nassimi

land of Israel. He teaches them that even though

Parasha Vayechi happens to be a jam packed

they all have their own unique missions, Moshiach

parasha filled with many lessons and halachot. It is

will only come if they stay united. We should

generally overlooked as all the prior parashiot in

remember from this how important unity is. If Jews

Bereishit and is filled with stories and action which

are not united we can not succeed as a nation.

captivated our attention from a young age.

Another beautiful lesson we learn in Vayechi is the

In Vayechi which translates into “And he lived,” we

Blessing

learn that Yaacov lived out the remainder of his life

Shabbat fathers bless their sons to be like “Ephraim

in Egypt very comfortably and drama free for the

and Menashe” which dates back to Yaakov blessing

first time in his life. When his time comes to pass

Yosef that he will get a double portion of that land

away, he asks Hashem to give him a sign so that he

through his 2 sons.

has enough time to bless his sons beforehand.

Yaakov then goes on to rebuke Reuven for acting with

Yaakov starts by making his sons promise that they

anger. We learn from this that acting in anger for

would move his body to Eretz Yisrael once he dies

even an instant has the ability to change our entire

because he didn't want his body to get covered with

futures. Reuven was supposed to be the leader but

lice during the 10 makot. We also learn from this

instead the leadership went to Yehuda. Yehuda had

that no matter how comfortable we are Chutz

even made mistakes in his life but he was given the

Laaretz, Israel is our true homeland.

blessing

Yaakov was about to reveal to his sons when

descendants because he did a true teshuva.

Moshiach was coming but Hashem prevented him

Finally, we learn the concept of sitting shiva for 7

from speaking his prophecy. This made him worry

days. Yaakov's sons transported his body to the

that perhaps his sons were not all fully G-d fearing

Maarat Hamachpela as they promised but we learn

so he told them his fear, and they responding at the

Eisav showed up and gave them trouble because he

same time “Shema Israel Hashem Elokenu Hashem

claimed the final spot was for him. Naftali defends

Echad.”Yaakov

Kevod

his honor by running to bring the note proving that

Malchuto L'olam va ed.” What makes this even more

Eisav sold him his birthright and when Eisav

powerful is that they lived in Egypt which was

continues to threaten them Chusham, his grandson

filled with idolatry and people who worshipped

who was deaf and mute cut off his head. It is said

thousands of gods.

that his head landed in Yosef's lap.

responds

“Baruch

Shem

of

fathers

that

on

their

Moshiach

would
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