TORAH PORTION OF THE WEEK

he Torah portion is a song, a poem

taught to the Jewish people by Moshe.

It recounts the trials and tribulations
of the Jewish people during the 40 years in
the desert. Jewish consciousness, until the
present generation, was to teach every Jewish
child to memorize Ha'azinu. In this manner
we internalized the lessons of our history,
especially the futility of rebelling against the
Almighty.
The portion ends with Moshe being told to
ascend Mount Nevo to see the Promised
Land before he dies and is "gathered to
his people". By the way, this is one of the
allusions to an afterlife in the Torah. Moshe
died alone and no one knows where he is
buried. Therefore, "gathered to his people"
has a higher meaning!

arshat Ha'Azinu includes the verse: "When [
P say God's Name, it should be with greatness."

The commentators explain this to mean when
we say God's Name, we must concentrate on the great
significance of who God is - that He encompasses all
of past, present and future.
We learn this principle from the high priest in the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem, who wore a gold plate
on his forehead - upon which was written the Name
of God. The Talmud says that while wearing this
plate, the high priest was required to continuously
concentrate on the Name of God written there. So if
one is required to concentrate on God's written name,
then all the more so are we required to concentrate
when pronouncing God's name.
I have a friend who once counted how many times
he said God's name over the course of one day.
Between prayers in the synagogue, blessings over
food, and Torah study - he pronounced God's name
900 times in one day! Figured over a lifetime,

that's about 25 million chances to give proper
honor and respect to God!
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Wearing leather shoes on Yom K!ppur - ig 1:5 a El !n hag or a strict Jewish law?

earing leather shoes on Yom Kippur is one of the 5 prohibitions of the
day. Just as a reminder, the 5 prohibitions are: (1) Eating and drinking,

(2) washing or (3) anointing the body, (4) having marital relations and
(5) wearing leather shoes. This is a strict prohibition which is connected to the
verse in the Torah that says: On the 10th of Tishri (Vayikra 23:27) or “you shall
deprive yourself”’, which means, refraining from the most basic physical needs,
comforts, or pleasures for a day. And not wearing leather shoes is one of these
prohibitions.
The Torah did not command us to be barefoot, but just to avoid wearing shoes
that are made of leather. This prohibition is similar for men and women. In Iran
and in many other Muslim countries, sneakers or other fabric shoes were not
available many years ago and even when available it did not look good for a
respectable person to be walking with those fabric shoes.
Many people in Iran would wear leather shoes to walk to Kanissa. Then, at
Kanissa, they would leave their shoes outside and walk inside barefoot, where
there were comfortable carpets. A few people in Teheran wore slippers or even
socks, but most people did not really know the importance of this halacha.

TEST YOUR JEWISH IQ: YOM KIPPUR
1- What is the literal meaning of 'Kol Nidre" ?
a. All vows b. All sins c. All forgiven

2- Which of these books do we read on Yom Kippur?
a. Daniel  b. Jeremiah c. Jonah

3- When was the Yom Kippur War?
a. 1967 b.1973 c.1982

YOM KIPPUR

Igal & Jennifer Nassim for the birth of a boy
Jonathan and Talia Gad for the birth of a girl
Danny ¢ Ashley Nassimi for the birth of a girl

Mordechai and Sianes famiies for
the engagement of Daniel <l Anat
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Gratitude

his week's portion says that the Jewish
people "became fat and kicked out" -

re. rebelled against God. It is
symptomatic of human nature that when
things go well for us, we lose perspective on
God. There may be no atheists in a fox hole,
but there are plenty on luxury yachts. Or to
employ a different metaphor, bear markets
are almost invariably better for us spiritually
than bull markets. Material success and
spirituality are a very difficult combination.
And that's a shame, because there is no
technical reason why the two can't go
together.
Even for the greatest of people, we find that
success has so often been their downfall.
Look at someone like King Shaul. He was
the most humble and pious of all men - until
he became king. Or Korach, who the Oral
Tradition explains had potential to be greater
than Moses; he was undone by his wealth.
Even King Solomon, the wisest of all men,
struggled to maintain perspective on his

At Rosh Hashana, Israel’s
population reaches 9.25 million

n the eve of the Jewish New Year,
Olsrael’s population stands at 9.246

million people, the Central Bureau
of Statistics reported, marking an annual
population growth rate of 1.6 percent
(150,000 people).
The past year saw the birth of 170,000
babies, as well as the death of around 44,000
people. Another 25,000 people moved to
the country, 20,000 of whom were classified
as olim chadashim (new immigrants).
According to the CBS, 6.841 million of the
people in Israel are Jewish (74% of the
population), 1.946 million are Arab (21%)
and 459,000 (5%) are members of other
groups such as non-Arab Christians,
members of other religions and people
without religious classification.
The CBS predicted that Israel’s population
will reach 10 million people by the end of
2024, 15 million people by the end of 2048
and 20 million by the end of 2065. In 2019,
the life expectancy for men and women in
Israel stood at 81 and 84.7, respectively —
higher than the OECD average.
Also in 2019 and prior to the outbreak of the
coronavirus crisis, 88.8% of the Israeli
public over the age of 20 reported
satisfaction with their life and financial
situation. During lockdown, however,

Best of Aish HaTorah

success.
And look at the Jewish people throughout
history. The times we have flourished
spiritually have been times of persecution -
be it the great Rabbis of the Roman era, the
incredible creativity that came from
Medieval Jewry in Western Europe, or
during the pogroms and expulsions of
Eastern Europe. On the other hand, times of
wealth and success for the Jewish people
have been times during which we have
assimilated - be it the Golden Age in Spain,
Western Europe at the beginning of the 20th
century, or even our own generation.

Why does success lead us to "kick out"?
Because the more we achieve, the less we
feel the need for God in our lives. If I have a
big house to keep me warm, food in the
fridge to feed my family, money in the bank
for my security, and good doctors and
hospitals to keep me healthy, so where is the
need for God? It's just so easy to send Him
trudging off to the join the ranks of the
unemployed - ready to be swiftly recalled

Israel in the News

34.4% reported feeling stressed and
anxious.
Meanwhile, the Israeli Honey Board

reported that some 2,000 tons of honey will
be marketed during the High Holidays, out
of the 5,000 tons of honey that is consumed
in the country throughout the year. All this
honey is produced by the 510 beekeepers
operating in Israel, who take care of around
120,000 beehives.

Alan Dershowitz blasts
Democratic Party

“There are elements within the Democratic
Party that support boycotting Israel, and do
support silencing students on college
campuses,” renowned attorney Alan
Dershowitz said on “The Cats Roundtable,”
a show aired on WABC 770 AM in New
York.“Will the moderate Democrats have
the courage to stand up to the so-called
‘crazy’ Democrats?” asked the show’s host,
billionaire entrepreneur John Catsimatidis.

Catsimatidis’ question followed a discussion
of “the squad,” a group of anti-Israel
Democratic congresswomen which include
Reps. [Than Omar and Rashida Tlaib. Omar
and Tlaib remain dogged by persistent
accusations of anti-Semitism based on
comments promoting the dual loyalty
canard about Jews and Israel, promotion of
the Palestinian-run BDS movement, and

Yom Kippur Ends: 7.31 pm

Answers to Jewish IQ Test
l.a 2.¢ 3.b

when the banking system fails or a child is
sick and the doctors say there's nothing they
can do.

God wants to be a part of our lives, so there
are really only two ways this can go. Either
we strive to remember the source of our
success when it happens - and strive really
hard, because it's so unnatural for us to see
God as its source. Or, if we only call God
back when there is a crisis, then maybe there
will need to be more crises. And that's
exactly what the Torah says next: "I shall
gather evil against them, I shall use up all
my arrows on them, etc..."

So what's the solution? If we want our
success to be lasting, we need only to be
grateful. Gratitude protects what we have.
The more we enjoy, the more we appreciate,
the more we are thankful, the more likely we
are to hold onto the blessings we've been
granted. In other words, if you invite God
onto your luxury yacht, it's far more likely to
stay afloat.

suggestions that pro-Israel groups exert
undue influence on the U.S. political
system.

“Courage? Are you kidding? Does anybody
today have courage in politics?” answered
Dershowitz. “The answer is no,” he
continued. “The moderate Democrats don’t
have courage. They don’t have the guts to
stand up.”Dershowitz continued, “The
Republicans have had more courage
standing up to some anti-Semites in their
party. And they have gotten rid of them and
marginalized them. I wish the Democrats
would learn from the Republicans on that
issue.”

When Catsimatidis asked Dershowitz
whether President Donald Trump would
receive the Nobel Peace Prize for brokering
peace in the Middle East between Israel and
Arab nations, Dershowitz responded, “Well
he certainly should maybe get the one given
to Barack Obama.”“Obama got the peace
prize while he was in office like a month for
doing nothing, and he has been one of the
worst  foreign  policy  presidents,”
Dershowitz added, calling the Iran nuclear
deal a “disaster for peace.”“If you were
going to ask me which president deserves a
Nobel Peace Prize as between Barack
Obama and Donald Trump, it’s not even a
close question.”

Sept.29th

Earliest Time for Tzitsit and Tefillin 6:01 am

Shabbat Ends 7:33 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:15 pm

Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:45 am  Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 5:29 pm
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ABRAHAM S. MAZ1.OUMI, ESQ.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning

175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023
(516) 466-PLAN (7526) Abraham@Mazloumi.com
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