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Torah Portion Of The Week

he Torah continues with the laws of
I physical and spiritual purity. The
focus of this portion is upon
tzara'at, a supernatural physical affliction
sent to warn someone to refrain from
speaking badly about others. The disease
progressively afflicted home, clothes and
then one's skin -- unless the individual
corrected his ways and followed the
purification process stated in the Torah.
As mentioned above, there are three
types of speech transgressions: 1) Lashon
Hara (literally "evil tongue") -- making a
derogatory or damaging statement about
someone even though you are speaking
the truth. 2) Motzie Shem Ra -- slander
-- where what is spoken is negative and
false. 3) Rechilut (literally "tale bearing")
--telling someone the negative things
another person said about him or did
against him.

Torah Lesson of the Week

he Sages state that tzara'at is an
Tafﬂiction that comes because a

person  spoke lashon hara,
defamatory speech, against others. When
people say negative things about others,
they frequently rationalize that it is
proper for them to say what they are
saying. One common excuse is that they
are telling the truth. The other person has
done so much wrong that it is important
to publicize what a bad person he is.
They claim that they would never do this
without having elevated intentions and
that they are actually performing a
mitzvah.
Although their claims might sound good
at first, they cause much hatred, quarrels
and pain. Therefore, the person with
tzara'at was sent to Aharon, the priest.
One of the traits of Aharon was that he did
everything he could to make peace
between people. He then exaggerated and
told untruths in order to bring about
peaceful relationships between people.
Whenever people quarreled, he would tell
both sides that the other side was saying
kind and positive things about them.
When someone was told that the other
person was speaking positively about
him, he automatically felt positive about
the other person and this greatly improved
their relationship. This was the lesson that
Aharon would give to the person who
spoke against others: Don't justify your
harming and wronging others by claiming
that you want to publicize the truth. Do all
that is in your power to help people feel
love for one another.
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Halachot : What exactly is matzah shemura

or Regular Matzah the supervision begins from the moment of the mixing of the flour with water. It is
Fnec&ssaly to make sure that the flour was kept in a dry place (humidity makes the flour chametz).

Furthermore, the water to be used to make the dough should be at room temperature
level (warmer water accelerates the process of fermentation). No dough, even a small
piece, can be unattended. Any piece of dough left unbaked for 18 minutes is chametz. The
machines are cleaned after each production for residues of dough, water, etc.
Matzah Shemura: In addition to all the rules for regular Matzah, kept throughout the process
of making the dough up to the baking of the actual Matzot, Matzah Shemura is supervised
from the time of harvesting. For example: The wheat kernels are carefully examined to make
sure that there are no grains which have split or that are sprouting, in which case they could
be affected by a minimum moisture. The grain is stored and transported in special places to
protect it from humidity, etc. Obviously both Matzot are Kosher for Pesach.
The use of Matzah Shemura is recommended particularly for the first two nights of Pesach (in
Israel, only the first night), when we say the Berakha ‘al akhilat Matzah. Why? Having Mat-
zah Shemura during the nights of the Seder is a practice that we follow in attention to the
Biblical words (Ex 12:17) an w1 nk mxni” and you shall guard the unleavened bread”. Dur-
ing the other days of Pesach there is no need to use Matzah Shemura because during the rest
of Pesach there is no formal obligation to eat Matzah, only to refrain from eating chametz.

Test Your Jewish 1Q: Pesach

1- How many types of food grain can be chametz?
a.3 b.5 c.7
2- On how many days of the week can the 1st day of Pesach not fall?
a.l b. 2 c.3
3- How many special Shabbats are there leading up to Pesach?
a.3 b. 4 c.5

David I Rose (Hakimian) Shamash for the birth of a girl
Ariel I Shayna Zarovabeli for the birth of a girl
Zar and Hajibay families for the wedding of Raphael ¢ Ariella

Hekmati and Q{aﬁmanajn/‘ami[i[e}y‘or the wedding of Pinchas eI Rachel
es

Hakimian and Rubin families for the wedding of Sharona & Shaun

Nabavian and Soleimanian families for the wedding of Benjamin < Shani
Hakimian and Levian families for the engagement of Itai T Sarah

Rice for Passover-2024

As per rice information from rice importers,Rabbi Ben
Haim has confirmed that the following brands of rice are 100% pure, no additives, or preservatives,
or vitamins. Therefore, they are suitable for use for Passover. The following brands are:
* Colbeh ¢ Deer  Dunar * Dunar Brown * Empire
* Khazana ¢ Kohinoor ¢ Lal Qilla * Lior  Paras * Preema ¢ Royal  Shahenshah ¢ Tilda  Zebra.
Please contact your local rabbi for any questions.
Please avoid using any enriched rice. Even though all these rices are pure, Jewish law requires that the
rice be cleaned three times and washed thoroughly before use for Passover.
Chag Kasher Vesameach

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOR,

This year's Shalom Week
has been sponsored by the following families:
Aghalarian family - Albert & Sherly Gorjian and family

Mrs. Ashraf Hadjibay & sons
Lobat & Allen Hakim and family - Mr. & Mrs. Mehran Hakimi (Saraf) Heskia
brothers -Simone & Eddie Kamali

Mrs. Parvin Kohanim and family )
Jason & Adam Kordvani - Parisa & Johnny Kordvani

_ Ephraim & Nili Aminoff
Farshid & Suzy Liviem - Mrs. Pary Levian & sons
Edo, Danny & David Livi - Mrs. Tamara Zar & sons
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Murderous Speech
he affliction of tzara'at comes
I primarily as a result of lashon hara
- talking badly about others. The
Sages make an amazing statement in the
Talmud. They say that to speak negatively
about another person is worse than murder.
I think everyone would agree that it is
terrible to speak negatively about another
person. But can it possibly be worse than
killing a person? I, for one, would much
rather that someone spoke negatively about
me than killed me.
In order to understand, we must think a
little more deeply about what the Sages are
saying. They do not mean that lashon hara
is worse than murder in a general sense.
Obviously, murder is worse, as proven by
the fact that one is obligated to die rather

than commit murder, which is not the case
with lashon hara. What the Sages mean is

Judaism and the Solar Eclipse
he fascination of Rabbis with
I astronomy can be attributed, at least
in part, to the Jewish calendar. The
Bible references the festivals by their
dates in the lunar month, but also relates
the festivals to the seasons of the solar
year. “And God spoke to Moses and Aaron
in the land of Egypt, saying, This month
shall be to you the beginning of months; it
shall be the first month of the year to
you.”This means that although Judaism
uses a lunar calendar, where the beginning
of the month is the new moon and the
middle of the month a full moon, it adjusts
the calendar to synchronize both lunar and
solar cycles. All this requires knowledge
of astronomy and mathematics, both of
which take on a religious significance in
Jewish thought.
A possible reference to the phenomenon of
the eclipse is found in a famous Biblical
passage in Genesis, “God said, ‘Let there
be lights in the expanse of the sky to
separate day from night; they shall serve as
signs for the set times—the days and the
years; and they serve as lights in the
expanse of the sky to shine upon the earth.’
And it was so. God made the two great
lights, the greater light to dominate the day
and the lesser light to dominate the night,

COLONY PHARMACY

Best of Aish HaTorah

that a specific evil 1s inherent within the
transgression of lashon hara, that does not
exist within murder. What is it?

Generally when a person kills another,
there is a motive - jealousy, money, power,
passion. There is a tangible benefit to the
murderer and that is why s/he does it.
Obviously, that doesn't make it right. It is
evil, but in some sense an explainable evil.
Were the murderer to be able to achieve
the same result without killing, he would
probably do so. Of course there are insane
psychopaths who kill for fun, but for the
most part people who kill would prefer
another way. That makes it no less evil, just
more understandable.

When someone speaks badly of someone
else, however, generally there is no motive,
no reason and no tangible gain. It benefits
you in no way. You enjoy the evil itself; the
negativity, the cruelness and the sense of

Israel in the News

and the stars.

Rashi, the Biblical commentor, notes that
the verse refers to the sun and moon as “the
great luminaries” implying that they are
equal in size, yet in the same verse refers
to “the greater light” and “the lesser
light.”We know that although the moon is
about 400 times smaller than the sun, it
appears to us to be same size because it is
also about 400 times closer to the earth,
hence its apparent size is the same as the
sun, thus enabling a total eclipse of the sun
by the moon. Given these facts, some
suggest that the statement, “the great
luminaries” refers to the apparent size of
the sun and moon, and the statements “the
greater” and “the lesser” refer to the actual
sizes of the sun and moon.

Amazingly our planet is the only one
that has a total solar eclipse even
though the other planets have about
300 moons in total!

Donations to Israel since October
7 topped $1.4 billion
Organizations and individuals around the
world have donated at least $1.4 billion
toward Israel’s recovery from the attack of
October 7, according to a new report
published by the Diaspora Affairs Ministry.
The donations, coupled with widespread
pro-Israel activism in the Diaspora and the

I
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power that it brings. You also enjoy other
people listening to (and enjoying) your
evil; it takes two to tango. As such, not only
do you enjoy the evil, you drag others down
with you.

And one final difference: The one who
murders will not learn to enjoy murder and
want to do it again. But the one who speaks
lashon hara will do so again and again
and again. The more you do it, the more
it becomes a part of you. While the results
of murder may be worse for the victim, the
long-term results of negative speech are
much worse for the one who speaks it. The
shock of having murdered might spur you to
change. Speaking lashon hara, on the other
hand, will just drag you further and further
into the quagmire of petty mediocrity. Not
only do you hurt another human being, you
destroy your own soul in the process.

arrival in Israel of tens of thousands of
volunteers, represent “an unprecedented
effort by Jewish communities around the
world to support Israel,” the ministry said
in the report.

About half of the sum was raised by the
Jewish Federations of North America and
its 146 member organizations. The
committee distributing the money is so
flush with donations that it has not had to
turn down requests from Israeli charities as
long as they meet certain criteria.An
estimated 58,000 volunteers flew to Israel
to volunteer for military service, agricultural
work, and work with organizations
supporting October 7 victims and evacuees
from the communities surrounding the
Gaza Strip.

Separately from the donations, the Israeli
government has managed to borrow $1.7
billion through the sale of Israel bonds.
About $300 million of the sum came from
American state and local governments,
especially in Florida. The bonds sold faster
than in a typical period, with many investors
publicly citing their desire to support Israel.
The report said investors were opting for
Israel bonds even though returns on the
bonds are relatively modest compared to
other investments currently available on
the market.

Answers to Jewish 1Q Test
1b 2.¢c 3b

Apr. 14
Earliest Time for Tzitsit & Tefillin 5:25 am
Best Time for Shema Israel before 9:34am

Shabbat Ends 8:23 pm
Earliest Time for Minchah 1:29 pm
Earliest Time for Arvit with Minyan 6:15 pm

Founder : pavid Kordvani; English Editor: Ephraim Aminoff; Persian Editor. Reuben Agadi;
Contributors: rRabbi Elyahoo Ben Haim, Rabbi Yosef Bitton and Nassim Bassalian, Amir Kohan
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-@IABRAHAJM S. MAZLOUML, ESQ.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Asset Protection
Sophisticated Trust & Estate Planning
Elder Law & Medicaid Planning
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